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From “combining many into One” to “merging many into One”:
Logic progression of pre-Qin Confucian Great Unification

LU Gaoxue
(School of Humanities, Southeast University, Nanjing 211189, China)

Abstract: The core of pre-Qin Confucian Great Unification is kingship order, represented by “Yi” (One), which has
experienced the evolution from “combining many into One” to “merging many into One.” Faced with the decline of
imperial power and the struggle for supremacy between numerous states during the Spring and Autumn Period,
Confucius hoped to correct the order of the world by rebuilding the etiquette and music civilization in West Zhou
Dynasty, which indicates “combining many into One”. But by the period of the Warring States, in terms of political
order, the Confucian cognition of “Yi” had changed from “combining many into One” to “merging many into One”
after Mencius’ “setting the world in One” and Xuncius’ “Oneness under the sky”. But, the Great Unification in Gong
Yang Zhuan essentially indicates “merging many into One” which emphasizes the kingship order as “Yi”, although
revealing a feeling of “combining many into One” in the form of expression. This is an important reason why the study
of Gong Yang, which is a representative of Confucianism, could flourish in the background where the feudal system
was gradually replaced by the system of prefectures and counties in the early Han Dynasty.

Keywords: Confucius; Mencius; Xuncius; GongYang Zhuan; Great Unification
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