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The Intervention and Trend of American Conservative
Think Tanks in U. S. Taiwan-related Policies

——A Case Study during the Trump Presidency
ZHOU Wenxing

(School of Government Management,

Nanjing University, Nanjing 210023, Jiangsu, China)

Abstract: The Trump administration has adjusted U. S. Taiwan policy dramatically, with
the policy framework expanded from the previous “one law, three Communiqu s and Six
Assurances” to “three Communiqu s, four laws and Six Assurances,” making U. S. “One
China” Policy increasingly “hollowed” and U. S. -Taiwan relations “normalized. ” The Hudson
Institute, Heritage Foundation and American Enterprise Institute, among other Washington,
D. C.-based conservative think tanks, have played critical roles during the process of policy
evolution. Factors including the simultaneous deterioration of China-U. S. relations and
cross-Taiwan Strait ties, the dramatic increase in western countries’” negative perceptions of
China, the strengthening of lobbying in the US by Taiwan authorities, and an increasingly
anti-China wvis-—vis pro-Taiwan U.S. Congress have provided an opportunity for these think
tanks to intervene in the policy-making process. The involvement of conservative think tanks
has brought challenges for China to solve the Taiwan problem. The growth of China’s
comprehensive strength and the enhancement of its discourse power in the cross-Strait affairs,
however, are key factors to effectively contain any foreign forces from interfering in China’s
internal affairs.

Key words: Trump Administration; U. S. Taiwan-related policies; conservative think

tanks; U. S. -Taiwan relations; Taiwan Problem
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